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Movements	and	Campaigns	

•  Populist	Party:	frustraEon	unEl	defeat	in	1896.	
•  Industrial	labor	organizing:		
-	Mostly	frustraEon,	repression,	defeat	
-	Strategies:	AFL	v.	IWW	
-	ConEnuing	growth	&	militancy	unEl	1919-20.	

•  Socialist	Party	
•  Progressive	campaigns:	many	ciEzen	iniEaEves	
-	Reform	to	unacceptable	condiEons	in	ciEes	
-	Middle-class	advocacy	
-	Frequent	success,	aUer	struggles	
-	Making	it	sEck	proves	to	be	tricky	



“Look	for	the	Union	Label”	
	
The	American	Federa8on	of	
Labor	(AFL)	hoped	to	partner	
with	company	management	
in	collec8ve	bargaining.		
	
Beyone	just	wages,	
unioniza8on	was	supposed	
to	provide	a	more	skilled,	
disciplined,	and	effec8ve	
labor	force,	and	help	
business	by	increasing	
prosperity	and	sales.	
	
Businesses	generally	rejected	
this	idea	un8l	the	1930s.	









An,-Trust	



Journalist	Ida	Tarbell,	whom	Roosevelt	termed	a	‘muckraker’	





ß	One	share	of	Standard	Oil	in	1878	



‘Carnegie	in	His	Great	Double	Role’		
1892	Pi[sburgh	press	cartoon	



Clean	Elec,ons?	



1884	ballots	







Progressive	Reformers	&	the	Ci,es	





Pennsylvania	town	campaign	for	a	reform	8cket	urging	infrastructural	projects:	
“Improvements	or	a	dead	town	-	which?	Improvements	will	s8mulate,	building,	
make	work	for	higher	wages.	Vote	for	health,	cleanliness	and	prosperity.”	



In	the	early	19th	century	
the	words	"computer"	
and	"calculator”	meant	

human	beings	who	
worked	long	shias	

calcula8ng	entries	in	
astronomical	almanacs,	

train	schedules,	censuses,	
account	balances,	etc.	

Now	they	operated	
mechanical	calculators	

like	this	Hollerith	
machine.	



Street	in	Philadelphia	
where	“milk	babies”	
receiving	modified	
(pasteurized)	milk	from	
Se[lement	House	lived.		
	
Note	tradi8onal	water	run-
off	system	s8ll	in	place.	



“Home	of	an	Italian	Ragpicker”	and	her	baby,	taken	in	1894	by	photo	
journalist	Jacob	Riis.	Many	middle	class	people	first	became	conscious	
of	living	condi8ons	of	the	poor	through	his	1890	book,	“How	the	Other	
Half	Lives:	Studies	among	the	Tenements	of	New	York”	



Garden	apartments	for	workers	in	Jackson	Heights,	Queens	were	inspired	by	
progressive	housing	projects	in	towns	like	Letchworth,	England.	The	ones	in	
Europe	had	no	more	than	four	stories,	however.	



Progressive citizen initiatives sought to end child labor, 
to raise public health standards, to build working 
sanitation systems, to establish food safety standards, to 
improve housing and write the first building codes, to 
mandate safer workplace conditions, to alleviate poverty 
and child hunger, to address wealth inequality through 
taxation of the rich, to expose and combat political 
corruption, to legalize family planning and birth 
control, to open more hospitals, schools and universities, 
and to expand public schools. 



Progressive	Successes	



Upton	Sinclair’s	novel	about	immigrants	working	
in	the	Chicago	slaugherhouses	prompted	public	
clamor	for	the	ins8tu8on	of	food	inspec8ons	and	
regula8ons.	He	had	meant	it	to	contribute	to	
reforms	in	working	condi8ons.	In	the	1934	he	
came	close	to	winning	elec8on	as		governor	of	
California	on	an	an8-poverty	plaiorm.	





Garment	factory,	1915.	Reform	to	regulate	workplace	condi8ons	was	enacted	
aaer	146	workers	were	killed,	in	full	view	of	thousands	of	witnesses	helpless	to	do	
anything,	during	a	1911	fire	at	the	Triangle	Shirtwaist	factory	in	New	York	City.	





Shepard	Hall,	City	College,	New	York.	One	of	the	first	major	buildings	constructed	in	the	
U.S.	expansion	of	public	higher	educa8on	aaer	the	turn	of	the	20th	century.		

Tui8on	was	free.	CUNY	students,	be	proud	and	fight	for	more	funding	for	schools!	



Jane	Addams,	a	founder	of	social	work	
as	a	profession	and	of	the	Se[lement	
House	movement.	Above,	lessons	at	
children’s	library	in	a	Se[lement	House.	



Instruc8ons	for	using	pessary	(diaphragm).	
These	were	controversial	and	the	images	
were	considered	risqué.	



This	is	from	1925.	The	cover	image	
encapsulates	certain	aspects	of	
Progressive	reform	as	a	movement	
largely	of	women,	and	as	the	
movement	of	a	new	professional	
middle	class	seeking	to	perform	
good	works	for	the	poor.	



Income	Tax	(16th	Amendment,	1913)	

The	ConsEtuEon	of	1787	prohibits	‘capitaEon’	taxes	(head	tax)	but	
courts	ruled	in	the	1890s	that	this	also	banned	Congress	from	
passing	an	income	tax.	Passage	of	the	16th	Amendment	finally	
se_led	the	ma_er	in	1913.	Income	tax	at	first	was	imposed	
exclusively	on	the	richest.		
	
On	the	following	page,	the	chart	shows	the	tax	rate	on	the	top	
bracket	(incomes	over	one	million	dollars	at	the	Eme)	over	the	next	
80+	years	(x	axis).	The	top	rate	rose	to	almost	80	percent	during	
World	War	I,	fell	again	during	the	interwar	period,	and	reached	90+	
percent	during	World	War	II.	Although	the	rich	enjoyed	many	
loopholes	and	ways	to	secure	their	wealth	against	taxaEon	(legal	and	
otherwise),	the	top	rate	remained	over	70	percent	unEl	aUer	1980.	
One	effect	was	to	encourage	the	rich	to	invest	(which	is	deducEble	
from	income)	over	immediate	consumpEon	or	holdings	in	cash.		





Most	social	reforms	did	not	come	about	simply	because	they	were	right	or	made	
sense.	People	had	to	organize	and	fight.	

Women’s	Suffrage	(19th	Amendment,	1920)	



Temperance	appeals	generally	
adopted	a	socially	progressive	and	
pro-family	message.	But	movement	
sec8ons	oaen	also	allied	with	the	

likes	of	the	KKK	or	an8-labor	groups.		
	

Enforcement	of	prohibi8on	laws,	
then	as	now,	was	oaen	selec8vely	
applied	against	racial	minori8es	or	

other	groups	perceived	as	troubling,	
such	as	labor	organizers.	

National prohibition 
18th Amendment 

1919





Frances	Willard,	a	leader	of	the	Woman’s	Chris8an	
Temperance	Union.	It	is	en8rely	possible	that	aaer	
the	ladies	in	the	picture	on	the	right	were	done	with	
their	WCTU	mee8ng,	they	put	on	different	hats	and	
reconvened	for	a	Suffrage	mee8ng.	



Ida	B.	Wells,	journalist,	legal	advocate,	
8reless	fighter	against	the	scourge	of	public	
lynchings	in	the	South	and	elsewhere.	



Born	1856	in	Virginia	–		
Founded	Tuskegee	Ins8tute	in	Alabama,	1881	–		

‘Atlanta	Speech’,	1895	–		
Leading	spokesperson	of	black	community	–		

Mest	and	advised	President	Roosevelt	–	
Some8mes	helped	DuBois	behind	scenes	–	

Died	1915	in	Alabama	–	

–	Born	1868	in	Massachuse[s	
–	First	African	American	with	history	PhD	(Harvard)	
–	Author	of	‘Black	Reconstruc8on’	and	‘The	Souls	of		
						Black	Folk’,	editor	of	journal	‘The	Crisis’	
–	Co-founder	of	NAACP	in	1909	(New	York	City)	
–	Supported	Russian	Revolu8on	and	decoloniza8on		
–	Died	1963	in	Accra,	Ghana	



The	Not-so	Progressive	Era	







1909	



1948	KKK	rally	on	Stone	Mountain,	Georgia,	at	the	site	where	the	Second	KKK	was	
founded	by	William	Simmons	in	1915.	That	same	year,	1915,	50	years	aaer	the	Civil	
War,	work	began	on	carving	a	huge	monument	to	Confederate	generals	on	the	side	of	
Stone	Mountain,	although	it	took	un8l	the	1970s	to	finally	complete	it.	



Simmons	had	been	inspired	by	the	1915	film,	Birth	of	a	Na8on,	
which	made	heroes	of	the	original	KKK.	The	climac8c	scene	(next	
page)	shows	southern	Klansmen,	allied	with	Northern	veterans,	
a[acking	a	black	mili8a	during	Reconstruc8on.	Below,	8tle	from	
the	original	release	quotes	President	Wilson	praising	the	KKK.	







1928	ar8cle	on	
eugenics,	Milwaukee	
Register:	“Science	
applies	to	human	stock	
the	same	principles	
which	have	developed	
champion	cows	and	
horses,	prize	egg-laying	
hens,	and	super	pigs	
and	sheep,	to	lay	the	
founda8on	for	
proposed	laws	which	
shall	some	day	regulate	
rules	for	human	
ma8ng.”	



Industrial	Revolu,on	Number	3	



Hollerith	electromechanical	coun8ng	machine,	developed	for	1890	census,	used	punchcards	to	
tabulate	data.	The	Hollerith	Company	later	became	Interna8onal	Business	Machines	(IBM,	1924)	



New	York	City	skyline,	1908.	Someone	seeing	this	for	the	first	8me	might	have	thought	it	
was	a	scene	from	science	fic8on,	a	literary	form	pioneered	in	this	era.	



Manha[an	Bridge,	completed	in	1909,	same	year	as	the	Queensboro	Bridge.	



General	Electric	refrigerator,	1920	model	

1920	radio	receiver	in	early	Art	Deco	style.	



Ford	Model	T	



Automo,ve	Revolu,on	

The	automo,ve	revolu,on,	ini,ally	set	off	by	the	
Ford	Motor	Company’s	introduc,on	of	serial	
assembly	of	the	Model	T	in	1908,	took	off	over	the	
next	twenty	years.	It	would	completely	transform	the	
material	landscape	of	the	country,	at	least	as	
drama,cally	as	had	the	railways.	The	number	of	
automo,ve	vehicles	in	the	U.S.	jumped	from	about	
50,000	garage-made	‘horseless	carriages’	by	1908	to	
about	28	million	factory-produced	cars	and	trucks	in	
1928,	with	massive	road-building	and	street	paving	
to	accommodate	the	new	traffic.	



1920	



•  Taylorism:	e.g.,	stop-moEon	studies.		
(Two-minute	video	at	youtube.com/watch?v=qUgKkBhZl9c)	

•  ScienEfic	management	
•  Great	consolidaEon	in	1897-1905	
•  Horizontal	and	verEcal	integraEon	
•  AnE-trust	measures	minimally	affect	development	
•  RegulaEon	may	be	necessary	but	cost	oUen	drags	
down	small	business	

•  AUer	1907	financial	crash	Wall	Street	supports	central	
banking	system,	Federal	Reserve	

Corporate	Reconstruc,on	





Era	of	the	Great	War,	1914-1919	

•  This	reviews	Week	5	primer,	part	3:	The	Era	of	the	Great	War.	
•  Important	points	to	recall:	
-	French	and	BriEsh	demand	for	war	goods	from	U.S.	
-	Contributes	to	big	boom	in	United	States	
-	Boom	encourages	Great	MigraEon,	north	to	south	
-	Wilson	promises	no	war,	is	reelected	
-	New	peak	of	propaganda	for	war		
-	Germany	provides	provocaEons,	war	is	declared	
-	WarEme	draU,	millions	sent	to	Europe	
-	Espionage	and	SediEon	Acts	
-	War	ends	with	revoluEons	in	Russia	and	Germany	
-	Collapse	of	several	European	empires,	civil	wars	
-	EsEmated	40	million	deaths	from	war	



Crisis	a^er	Great	War,	1919-20	

•  This	reviews	Week	5	primer,	part	3:	The	Era	of	the	Great	War.	
•  Important	points	to	recall:	
-	120,000	deaths	of	American	soldiers	
-	Influenza	kills	up	to	700,000	people	in	U.S.,	1918-19	
-	WarEme	boom	ends	à	severe	economic	crisis	
-	Strike	wave	hits	country,	is	suppressed	
-	‘Red	Summer’	of	1919	-	outbreaks	of	mass	racist		
			violence,	conEnue	unEl	1921	(Tulsa	pogrom)	
-	Red	Scare,	1919-21	–	Federal-led	round	up	and		
			suppression	of	suspected	anarchists,	socialists,	leUists,		
			and	unwanted	aliens.	EffecEvely	ends	IWW.		
-	Red	Scare	is	finally	considered	excessive.	
-	Majority	will	sour	on	the	idea	of	war	as	a	noble	venture.	





-		









Greenwood	neighborhood	in	Tulsa,	May	1921	



‘Normalcy’	





1924	
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